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The	NZ	Atlas	of	Popula1on	Change	is	not	just	another	online	map	server	
visualizing	popula1on	census	data.	
	
Before	developing	the	NZ	Atlas	of	Popula1on	Change	an	evalua1on	of	
popula1on	internet	maps	servers	was	undertaken.	



Evaluation based on: 
 
• The needs of population analysts 

  Understand and interpret population trends, 
   

• Principles of cartography, 
	Efficient communication using cartographic conventions 

 

• Human-computer interaction, 
Functional user interface 
 

•  Internet software 
 Use of client and server technologies 



A	goal	of	the	NZ	Popula1on	Change	Atlas	is	to	turn	popula1on	data	
into	knowledge	and	possibly	wisdom	(the	ability	to	predict)	

Most	online	popula1on	map	servers	only	convert	data	into	informa1on.	
	
Another	goal	of	the	NZ	Popula1on	Change	Atlas	is	to	provide	an	exemplary	
example	of	an	online	atlas	to	inform	other	developers	of	online	map	servers.	



An	important	narra1ve	
for	understanding	
popula1on	change	and	
the	diversity	of	NZ’s	
towns,	ci1es	and	
regions	is	the	
interac1on	of	
migra1on,	aging,	and	
natural	change.	



Comparison	of	Natural	Change,	Net	Migra1on,	and	Total	Change	
for	NZ	Towns	and	Ci1es	between	1976	and	2013	































There	are	many	more	maps,	graphs	and	explana1ons	in	the	NZ	
Popula1on	Change	Atlas	
	
NZ	Popula1on	Change	Atlas	:	
	
•  Demonstrates	an	alterna1ve	form	of	mapping	popula1on	data,	

which	involves	careful	considera1on	of	the	needs	of	both	
demographic	and	cartographic	communica1on	principles,	and	
end-usage.	

	
•  Promotes	the	importance	of	having	a	narra1ve	accompany	the	

maps	in	order	to	assist	users	understand	the	story	the	data	are	
telling.	

		
•  Shows	that	making	sense	of	data	may	also	require	social	and	

historical	context,	which	cannot	be	so	readily	auto-
manufactured	using	online	map	servers.	
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